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On Nov. 20 at a press conference in La Paz, Lorgio Rivera, head of the Senate narcotics committee,
told reporters that 29,453 jobs and US$1.075 billion worth of GDP have been lost over the past four
years of coca plantation eradication. Rivera cited findings contained in a report by the government's
alternative development subsecretariat on the economic impact of coca eradication. Bolivia ranks
as the world's second largest producer of coca. In 1990, coca planted area was estimated at 58,400
ha., and coca leaf production at 123,235 metric tons. Of total output, only 10,000 MT were destined
to "legal consumption." In recent years, thousands of unemployed persons have migrated to the
central Chapare region where 80% of Bolivian coca is grown. Spanish news service EFE cited
study results by an unidentified private consulting company which said that illegal sales of coca
and cocaine in 1990 were equivalent to 43% of the nation's US$1.614 billion in export revenue.
The report indicates that between 1987 and September 1991, 16,658 ha. of coca plantations and
88,133 square meters of seed lots were destroyed. The seed crop was sufficient for planting 12,590
ha. in coca. According to Rivera, the large quantity of seed plots destroyed demonstrates the
government's commitment to coca eradication. The senator was alluding to a freeze by Washington
on disbursement of US$22 million earmarked for balance of payments support. Disbursement
is conditioned on destruction of 7,000 ha. of coca plantings this year, as specified in a bilateral
agreement finalized in May 1990. Under the agreement, growers receive US$2,000 for every hectare
of coca voluntarily destroyed. As of Oct. 31, 4,775 ha. of coca had been destroyed. Officials say
eradication of the remaining 2,225 ha. in two months to meet the 7,000 ha. target is most unlikely.
Obstacles to coca eradication in the last two months of the year include seasonal heavy rains, high
prices for coca, and resistance by growers. (Basic data from EFE, 11/20/91)
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